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Informative Writing Instructional Sequence
Writing Prompt:

The Life Cycle of Animals
Research Report

Most animals have very simple life cycles. They go through three stages: before birth, young, and adult. There are some slight variations in this process.  
Write a research report about how the mammal life cycle is slightly different from the fish life cycle. Use one mammal and one fish for your comparison. Be sure to include information about the mammal life cycle, the fish life cycle, how they are the same, and how they are different. 
Be sure to use linking words to connect ideas and to use domain-specific vocabulary. 

Scoring Guide:

The Scoring Guide for your work is on the following page. 

2nd Grade Explanatory/Informative Text Scoring Guide
Proficient

Structure

· Writes to the prompt (topic and sub-topics address the prompt)

· Includes a main idea in each paragraph 
· At least 2 supporting details in each paragraph

· Uses at least 2 authoritative sources (provided by your teacher/with teacher help)

· Response is multiple paragraphs

Descriptive Language
· At least 3 adjectives

Sentences

· No more than 3 sentences start with the same word
· Includes at least 1 compound sentence
· Topic sentence establishes purpose

· A concluding statement or section is provided
· Each paragraph has a topic sentence
· At least 1 definition is included
· Key words from prompt are in the writing

Mechanics, Spelling, Production

· All sentences are punctuated

· Each compound sentence has an appropriate comma

· All necessary capital letters are in place

· All paragraphs are indented (if applicable)

· All grade-level appropriate words are spelled correctly
· Untaught words are spelled using generalizations
· Product is legible
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  topic: bat life cycle and shark life cycle      observation/focus: variations in life cycles of animals
	mammal life cycle (bat)

	fish life cycle (shark)
	similarities
	differences

	· born live
· stay with mother after birth
· after one year is an adult
· ________________
Source Key: 

The Life Cycle of Mammals
Prentice Hall

“Fish- Their Life Cycle”

	· born live
· look like adults when born
· act like adults when born
· know how to hunt right away

Use facts and definitions as your supporting details.

You can have fewer or more categories of information based on your topic. 

Make a list of everything you know about the topic, and then sort the information into categories on the plan. 


	· alive when born
· _______________
· _______________

	· bats have to grow up
· sharks are born as adults
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Informing – 2nd grade topic

The Life Cycles of Mammals and Fish
Most animals have simple life cycles. They are born, they grow up, and then they are adults. Mammals and fish have slightly different life cycles from each other. Some things are the same, and some things are different. 
The Life Cycle of Mammals
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The Life Cycle of Fish
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The Similarities in the Lifecycles of Mammals and Fish
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

The Differences in the Lifecycles of Mammals and Fish
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Conclusion

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
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Inform- to give or provide information; make aware of something; to acquaint with knowledge of a subject











